TICKET INFORMATION 
(For additional information please call Betsy, 539-6312 or Dana, 539-6117) 
$10.00 block ticket - $4.00 single house admission. Available at each house day of tour 
$10.00 block ticket may be purchased in advance thru December Oth at the following: 
Suffolk - Bradshaw Frame Shop, G. S. Hobbs, Ltd., Holmes, Ltd., Nansemond Antiques, Riddick’s Folly and the Willows 


Chuckatuck - Village Drugs Franklin - Wheat First Butcher Singer (see Scott Carr) 
Windsor - Blackwater Gallery & Framing 
Enclosed is my check for$___=~=—=—_, payable to the SNHS for the following: 
O $10 block tickets © Membership information 


O 1998 Historic Suffolk Calendar, $10.00 + $2.50 postage 
For advance tickets, please return by Nov. 25 to Suffolk-Nansemond Historical Society 
P. O. Box 1255 
Suffolk, Virginia 23439-1255 
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Address 
The Suffolk Nansemond Historical Society is a non-profit tax exempt 501 (c) (8) organization. 
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Suffolk Aansemond Historical Society 


21st Annual Candlelight Tour 


Celebrating the Holidays 
Along the Western Branch of the Nansemond 
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Saturday, December 6 
Sunday, December 7, 1997 
1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 


WE 


EXETER PLACE « C. 1830 


Home of Mr. and Mrs. Glynn Moore 
4517 Exeter Drive 


erhaps this was once part of William Scott's hold- 


ings and the site of the trading center known as | 


“Scott’s Wharf”. Historian W. E. MacClenny wrote ear- 
lier in this century of a Revolutionary War battle between 
the Virginia militia and the British fought at “Scott's old 


field” which MacClenny identifies as the place we know | 


as Exeter today. 


In former days the 
plantation was 
part of a busy vil- 
lage called Exit 
that existed for 
the commerce af- 
forded by the 
river. From 1889 
to 1915 the vil- 
lage had a post of- 
fice, store and ho- 
tel all in one building. A packet regularly ran to Norfolk 
from Exit. There was a sawmill and a gristmill as well. 
The post office closed in 1915 when RFD was instituted. 
The demise of the river traffic came a few years later. 


Known during much of this century as “the Saunders 
farm”, Exeter Place has long been a landmark of Lake 
Price Road. The handsome Greek Revival style house was 
built in the early 1830’s for Edwin and Almedia Hanock 
Phillips who bought the farm soon after their marriage 
in 1825. This house replaced a smaller early brick one 
that stood on the property that was thought to be unsafe 
because so many ofits inhabitants had died of fever. The 
new house was constructed of cypress and bricks from 
the plantation and with plantation labor. 


During the War Between the States, Nannie Phillips 
(Ellis), daughter of Edwin and Almedia, ran the planta- 
tion for her family while it was occupied by Yankee cav- 
alry. That the house was the center of a prosperous farm- 
ing operation over the years is evidenced by the numer- 
ous dependencies that remain including a potato house, 
barns and a smoke house. The family owned the planta- 
tion until 1937 when successive depression years forced 
the sale of what had been their home for more than a 
hundred years. 


The Thomas Saunders family owned the farm from 1937 
until 1979 when the farmland was sold for development 
and the house and farmyard were sold to new owners 
as well. The present owners bought the house in 1988 
and began a very sensitive renovation of the lovely old 
house. 


Meet Civil War re-enactors - from a “hospital steward" 
learn about various aspects of military medicine while 
others talk of different matters, 











INDIKA FARM 


C. 1760 AND CG. 1850 


Home of the William Gwaltney family 
14186 Five Forks Road 


reviously known first as Barber’s Crossroads, then 

Five Forks, Indika was an important junction before 
and during the Revolutionary War and, indeed, until the 
railroad came by Windsor. This house stood on the toll 
road that ran from Scott's Landing (Exeter, we believe) 
and Milner’s in old Nansemond County to the Blackwater 
River and on to Emporia. 


Indika has changed hands several times in its long his- 
tory and it is thought that the oldest part of the house 
might have been constructed as early as 1750 by Jo- 
seph Scott. The main section of the house was con- 
structed prior to 1849. The Gwaltney family has lived 
here since 1911 the year Jessie H. Gwaltney purchased 
the house and farm. He purchased more farm land 
through the years and he opened a farm supply business 
and a general store nearby where the Indika post office 
was located. He was greatly involved in the affairs of the 
Indika farming community and later, the affairs of the 
town of Windsor as well. His son Johnson, who taught 
agriculture in Holland, Virginia, is credited with starting 
the first Ruritan Club which was created to bring town 
people and farm people together. 


Today, the beautiful house under the big old trees at 
Indika is the centerpiece of a thriving farm operation 
still run by the Gwaltneys. The furnishings are largely 
old family pieces, including the huge dining room table 
that has been the scene of so many Sunday dinners. The 
home, the gardens, and the dependencies are obviously 
lovingly cared for and thoroughly enjoyed. 


Al this stop enjoy the handiwork of the Suffolk Quilters’ 
Guild. Also, visit the Holiday Shop sponsored by Riddick’s 
Folly and the Historical Society. The shop will offer pub- 
lications by the Society, this years new Suffolk ornament, 
the new Historic Suffolk calendar, fresh decorations and 
much, much more. Ask about the Riddick’s Folly tour spe- 
olal., 








THE WILLIAMS SCOTT FARMSTEAD 


C. 1750 AND CG. 1850 
Home of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Wright. 
12529 Shiloh Drive 


ccording to Isle of Wight County records, a William 
Scott from England bought a tract of land at the head 
of the western branch of the Nansemond River in 1689. 
Historian Helen King relates that, according to legend, 


_ William Scott built three brick houses in this community 
_ and this is the only one left. The fourth William Scott is 


thought to have been the one who built the brick house 
on this site around 1750. It was no doubt a striking sight 
for those early travellers on the toll road from there to 


| the Nansemond River. 
- The house has changed hands several times over the 


year's and, each owner has, somehow, adapted the house 
to his needs. A new wing was added around 1850, mak- 


_ ing the house more spacious. Much of the original fabric 


of the house remains. The gabled roof is outlined with 
handsome dentil work and the parlor retains its beauti- 
ful mantle and panelling. Beautiful old pine floors once 


— covered by linoleum have been uncovered. Renovations 


also uncovered an interesting escape hatch inside the 


_ chimney which allowed one to move from attic to base- 


ment undetected. The house is furnished in a charmingly 
electic style that reflects the owners’ love of all things 
old and beautiful. The gardens that surround the house 
are young but at every turn the visitor finds another in- 


 viting spot to rest and enjoy the pastoral setting. Nu- 


merous dependencies remain from the days when the 
house was the center of a working plantation. Some are 
furnished and will have lamps lit and doors open to our 


guests. 


The current residents bought the house in 1988 and be- 


_ gan renovations. There was, they tell visitors, a ghost in 
~ the house when they bought it. The ghost left when all 


the renovations were completed and the new owners 


- moved in. Listed on the National Register of Historic 


Places, 


Join us beside the old slaves’ quarters fireplace and en- 
Joy hot elder and cookies, 
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THE DARDEN FARMSTEAD 


C. 1850 
Home of Mr. and Mrs. Billy Bell 
19614 Orbit Road 


hought to have been built by a member of the family 

of Colonel William Henning Darden, so prominent in 
the area in the nineteenth century, this house is very 
nearly a copy of the Indika farm house. 


Stanley Lee Gwaltney bought the house from the Dardens 
in 1917. Interestingly $.L. Gwaltney was not related to 
Jessie Gwaltney who bought Indika in 1911 but was the 
grandfather of Dorothy Gwaltney Gwaltney (Mrs. Wil- 
liam) now 
of Indika. 
Dorothy 
Gwaltney’s 
sister, 
Edith 
Gwaltney 
Bell (since 
- deceased) 
and her 

) husband 
“ Billy Bell 
came to 
live on the 
old Darden 
place in 1994. In order to make the house more com- 
fortable for modern life the Bells undertook some reno- 
vations on the old house. One major change was the ad- 
dition of a rear wing. Many old materials were used in 
the new construction to insure its compatibility with the 
older one. Beautiful period pieces, many of them family 
heirlooms, grace the rooms of the old and new sections. 


The picture perfect farm setting includes numerous de- 
pendencies, one of the most interesting of which is the 
three part smoke house, with one room for salting meat, 
one for the smokehouse, and one that was eventually 
devoted to the Delco plant that provided power before 
the REA came through. The old kitchen, which is thought 
to predate the house, is still in use. No longer used for 
cooking, it is now a crafts room where Maria Bell uses 
her loom and Billy Bell puts new caned seats in old chairs 
and where herbs are hung to dry. For our tour, local 
weaver, Mary Scott, part-time weaver on site at Mount 
Vernon, will be at work at her loom by the warmth of the 
kitchen fireplace, reminding us of the busy life of the 
lady of the house in days gone by. 


Visit the old kitchen and talk with Mary Scott as she spins 
and see Maria Bell’s beautiful looms. 








PROVIDENCE UNITED iy CHURCH 


C. 1827 
3105 Providence Road 


Te white clapboard build- , 
ing was constructed in j 


wooden shingles and the win- 
dows were a plain glass. A wood stove provided the heat in the 
early days. 


Services were held regularly until May of 1862. For the next 
few years the building and churchyard were used by the men of 
both armies - and sometimes their animals. In 1863 the church 
was use as a hospital for the Federal army’s wounded, most 
notably after the Nansemond River battle in May of that year. 
Those who died were buried in the church yard to be moved 
later. 


In 1865 the end of the war brought the beginning of rebuilding - 
Providence was fortunate to have a church building when so 
many other had been lost but the war had certainly taken its 
toll. There was work to be done. 


In the summer of 1865 a great revival was held with Dr. William 
B. Wellons, a Confederate chaplain, to conduct the services. 
Many people flocked to the meetings and the church experi- 
enced a great reawakening. As they were able, people began to 
contribute to the repair of the church. Payment from the Fed- 
eral government for the use of the building helped fund rather 
major improvements in the Church. 


Stained glass windows were installed, one being given by S. T. 
Ellis who had married Nannie Phillips of Exeter Place. The pul- 
pit that was installed at that time is the one that is used today. 
The improvements were many and slow in coming but in 1898 a 
cornerstone was laid to mark the completion of the work that 
created much of Providence Church as we see it today. 


WOODLAND UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 


C. 1873 
Orbit Road and Woodland Drive 


oodland Church near the village of Orbit was opened in 

1873 and created by the merger of two smaller churches, 
Sycamore and Liberty. Some of the money for the new building 
came from the sale of a third church near Nuby’s Mill on the 
western branch of the Nan- 
semond. Work began in the win- 
ter of 1872. Probably the first 
service was held there the follow- 
ing summer as the first quarterly 
B conference in the new building 

a.m was in September of 1873. 


As at Providence Church, men sat on one side and women sat 
on the other. They even entered through different doors. Prior 
to the 1920’s Sunday School classes were held in various cor- 
ners of the sanctuary. In 1923 classrooms were added. In 1948 
a new section was added in the rear giving more classrooms. 


The fellowship hall was originally an old schoolhouse. It was 
moved to the church ground and remodeled in 1953. A con- 
necting passage has recently been completed, joining the two 
buildings. 
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For decking the homes in holiday greenery we thank 
the members of the following clubs: 


Nansemond River Garden Club 
Riverview Garden Club 

Suffolk Garden Club 

Westover Garden Club. 





NEED A RIDE? 


Vans leave from Providence Church Saturday and Sun- 
day at 2:00 p.m.. For information and reservations call 
Barbara (757) 539-1131. 


BROCHURES COMPLIMENTS OF: 
Amada Industries 
Anonymous 
Beamons, Inc., NAPA 
Dixie Guano, Suffolk 
Dixie Guano, Windsor 
Kastover Service & Repair 
GLT Transport, Co. 

Lee Tractor, Co. 
Nansemond Ford Tractor 
Pond Real Estate 
Preacher's Truck Alignment 
Southern States, Windsor 
Suffolk Equipment Co. 


Please no cameras or high heels 
inside the homes. 


Illustrations by Doug Naismith 
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